
THE RISE OF NATIONALISM 

 

Emergence of Nationalism 
 

By the 1850s, Indians from all walks of life were 

beginning to realize their loss of identity and wanted to 

end the British rule. 

 

In the 1870s and 1880s the dissatisfaction was 

intensified with new laws imposed by the British. The 

Arms Act of 1878 was passed that stopped Indians from 

owning arms. This was followed by the Vernacular 

Press Act, which allowed the British to confiscate the 

assets of any newspaper that wrote against them. The 

final straw came when the British opposed the Ilbert 

Bill, which allowed Europeans to be tried by Indians in 

court. 

 

This led to the setting up of organizations like the 

Indian National Congress, the Indian Association, the 

Bombay Presidency Association and the Poona 

Sarvajanik Sabha. The Indian National Congress was 

formed in December 1885. 

 

The Congress, in its initial years, adopted a moderate 

outlook in its demands. It demanded more Indians in 

high positions in the government, the abolishment of 

the Arms Act, the separation of the executive from the 



judiciary, and the freedom of speech and expression for 

the Indians. 

 

The Congress passed resolutions on issues like forest 

laws, the salt tax, and the welfare of Indian labourers 

working abroad. 

 

By the 1890s, the moderate rationale of the Congress 

was questioned by many radically thinking Indians like 

Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin 

Chandra Pal. These leaders believed in self-reliance 

rather waiting for the British government to understand 

the needs of the Indians. 

In 1905, the British partitioned Bengal which enraged 

Indians leading to the Swadeshi Movement. It 

advocated national education, self-help, Swadeshi 

enterprise and the use of Indian languages. The partition 

of Bengal was supported by the All India Muslim 

League, an organization formed in Dacca, in 1906. 

 

The Congress split in 1907, and was now led by the 

moderates, while the radical group led by Tilak worked 

separately. In 1915, both the groups united again and 

signed the historic Lucknow Pact in 1916 with the All 

India Muslim League. 

 



The Nationalist Movement of India - An 

Introduction 

 
In India, the rise of nationalism was intricately linked 

with the opposition of colonialism. The revolt or Sepoy 

Mutiny of 1857 was the first war of Indian 

independence. 

  

People realised that they were experiencing a common 

suffering under the oppressive British colonial rule. 

This understanding brought the different groups 

together in their anti-colonial struggle. 

  

The event which proved instrumental in the history of 

the Indian Freedom Struggle was the First World War 

India was forced to participate in the First World War in 

which the British for increasing their defence 

expenditure levied new taxes on Indians. 

  

Common people were the forced to enrol in the army to 

fight in the First World War. 

  

During 1918 India was hit by crop failure and shortage 

of food grains followed by famines and outbreak of 

influenza. 

  

This harsh social and political situation set the stage for 

the beginning of the nationalist struggle in India. The 

Indian freedom movement gained momentum with the 



coming of Mahatma Gandhi in 1915. 

  

He had successfully tested novel ideas of non-violence 

and anti-colonial struggle in South Africa. He had 

fought for the civil He motivated diverse social groups 

to rise above petty differences of caste, creed, religion, 

region and work single-mindedly towards the common 

goal of freedom. 

 

People's Initiatives in Nationalism 
 

Mahatma Gandhi followed non-violence in all his 

actions and practices and his ideals were adopted by 

many during the protests and satyagrahas across India 

during the freedom struggle. 

 

In Kheda district of Gujarat, poor farmers and peasants 

protested, through non-violent demonstrations, against 

the high taxes imposed by the British. 

 

In the interiors of Tamil Nadu and in coastal Andhra 

Pradesh, protests were held outside liquor shops 

preventing people from entering it. Such protests are 

referred to as picketing. 

 

While in Guntur District of Andhra Pradesh, forest 

satyagrahas were held against the unjust forest laws of 

the British. In Sind and Bengal, the Khilafat Non-

Cooperation Movement found the support of many 



peasants and traders. 

 

In Punjab, the Sikhs started a movement to remove 

corrupt priests in gurudwaras supported by the British, 

whereas in Assam, tea plantation workers boycotted the 

plantations and declared that it was the wish of Gandhiji 

to do so. 

 

The peasants of Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh stopped the 

practice of unlawfully removing tenants from the land 

they rented, and credited Gandhiji for their own 

efforts. Gandhiji was considered a messiah, who would 

help Indians sort all their problems.  

 

 

Indian Freedom Struggle: Period of 

Moderation 
 

 

Indian National Congress was formed by A.O. Hume, a 

retired British civil servant in 1885. It started working 

for the benefits of Indians and to develop them. The 

Congress was thoroughly loyal to the British during the 

phase of the Moderates. There was a rise of Assertive 

Nationalism in the freedom struggle from 1905. 

 

The difference of opinion among the members of Indian 

National led to the split in the Congress into two 

different set of leaders. They are: 



• The Moderates – 1885 to 1905 

• The Radicals – 1905 to 1919 

 

The Moderates 
 

The moderates were the early political leaders of Indian 

National Congress, who dominated the congress from 

1885 to 1905. The educated middle class had the largest 

share in the early nationalist phase of the Congress. 

They trusted the British for their sense of justice, 

honesty and integrity. Most of the moderate leaders 

were loyal to British. Many of them held high ranks 

under the British government. 

 

Methods of Moderates 

 

Moderates believed in constitutional and peaceful 

methods. They aimed at administrative and 

constitutional reforms and wanted more Indians in the 

administration. To bring political awareness among the 

people they held meetings and discussions on social, 

economic and cultural matters. The early Nationalists 

used press for criticizing the wrong policies of the 

government.   

 

Demands of the Moderates 
 

The main aim of moderates was to achieve self-

government under the British. They were inspired by 



some countries like Canada, Australia, South Africa and 

New Zealand, which were enjoying self-governing 

under the British rule. 

  

To achieve the self-rule they made several demands. 

They are: 

 

Economic demands 

• They protested against the exemption of duty for 

British goods. 

• They demanded reduction in land revenue and 

protection of the rights of peasants. 

• Abolition of salt tax. 

 

Constitutional demands 

• Demand for increase in membership of the 

Legislative Councils. 

• Members of the Legislative councils to be directly 

elected by the people. 

• Complete separation between the executive and the 

judiciary. 

• Complete self-governing like Canada, Australia. 

 

Administrative Demands 

• Indenisation of civil services. 

• Demanded repeal of the Arms act. 



• Development of banking, medical, health and 

educational facilities. 

 

Achievements of Moderates 

• They sowed the seeds of nationalism and spirit of 

unity among the Indians. 

• They brought political consciousness by educating 

Indians. 

• They instilled self-confidence among the people. 

• They criticized the negative policies of the British. 

• They requested for reforms and achieved some of 

them. 

• They also exposed the British Hypocrisy to all the 

people. 

 

 


