ACT 2

Trotter is interrogating all present. Everyone claims to
have been alone; no one saw anyone else as they
responded to Mollie’s cries for help. All their alibis sound
slightly suspicious. Both Mollie and Giles are suspicious
of one another because both hid the fact that they were in
London the previous day. Trotter talks to Mollie alone
and asks her about how well she knows her husband and
about her knowledge of the abused children. Trotter tries
to make Mollie think that Giles could be the surviving
brother bent on revenge. But Mollie points out the
murderer could even be the children’s natural father since
no one has any idea of where he is and that Trotter could
be looking for a middle-aged man and not a young man.
After Trotter leaves the room, Wren enters quite
distraught and convinced that Trotter will try to pin it all
on him. He discloses that Wren is not his real name and
that he is not an architect. Mollie tells Wren that she has
an unhappy, even horrible, memory in her past, too, but
does not disclose what it is. Giles enters and finds Wren
comforting Mollie. He misunderstands and accuses
Mollie of having had a longstanding affair with Wren.
Mr. Paravicini enters as the Ralston’s are quarreling and
announces that Trotter cannot find his skis. Everyone
enters the room and all deny knowing anything about
Trotter’s skis. Trotter resumes interrogating everyone



about their knowledge of the murder or the child’s death
years earlier.

Trotter speaks to everyone individually, and then tells
them that he wants each one to reconstruct their actions
during Mrs. Boyle’s murder, with one exception. Trotter
wants each person to do what another claimed to be
doing. Mollie 1s to play “Three Blind Mice” on the piano
as Mr. Paravicini did during the murder. After a few
moments Trotter calls Mollie back into the room. At first,
Trotter accuses Mollie of withholding personal
knowledge of the child’s murder. Trotter pulls a gun out
of his pocket and reveals that he is Georgie, the dead
child’s older brother. It was he who murdered the woman
In London and Mrs. Boyle. Trotter drops the revolver and
reaches out to strangle Mollie. He is interrupted by Miss
Casewell, who tells him that she recognizes him as her
brother Georgie. She leads him away telling him that
she’s going to take him somewhere where he will get the
kind of help he needs. Metcalf enters the room with the
other guests and tells them that Georgie has been sedated.
He explains that he knew that Georgie was not a
policeman because he, Metcalf, was the policeman.
Metcalf also divulges that Paravicini is a crook. And
Mollie and Giles reveal that each was in London to buy
an anniversary gift for the other. The play concludes with
Mollie crying out that her pie is burnt.



