
THE SUBORDINATE COURT 

 

Subordinate Courts 

 

The Constitution of India provides for the 

judiciary at the state level. Each state is 

divided into districts for judicial 

administration. All courts at the district 

level and below are called subordinate 

courts. 

 

At the district level the administration of 

justice is entrusted to three types of courts: 

• Civil Courts 

• Criminal Courts 

• Revenue Courts 

 

 

 



The Civil courts 

 

The Civil courts deal the cases related to 

land, property,  money transactions etc. 

Types of Civil courts are 

 

District Judge's Court 

 

this is the highest court of the district. The 

district judge when dealing with criminal 

cases is known as Sessions Judge. Appeals 

against the civil or criminal cases dealt by 

him lie with the High Court. He deals 

cases involving more than Rs 5,000. 

 

Sub-Judge's Court 

 

The court next to the district court is sub-

district court. They deal cases involving 

not more than Rs 5,000. 



 

Munsif's Court 

 

Musif's courts come under the Sub-Judge's 

Courts. He deals with civil cases involving 

not more than Rs 2,000. 

 

Small courts 

 

the junior most judges head these courts. 

They deal with cases of nominal money 

value. There is no appeal against their 

decisions. 

 

The Criminal Courts 

 

The Criminal Courts deal the cases related 

to robbery, dacoities and murders etc. 

District court is referred to as sessions 

court when it exercises its jurisdiction on 



criminal matters under Code of criminal 

procedure. 

 

District Sessions Court 

 

It is the highest criminal court in a district. 

The district judge civil court also works as 

the Sessions Judge.  The Sessions Judge 

can award a death sentence but it has to be 

confirmed by the High Court of the state. 

 

Court the Judicial  Magistrate of First class 

the judicial magistrates of first class comes 

next to the sessions court. These 

magistrates hear and appeals against the 

decisions of the second and third class 

magistrates. This court can impose a fine 

of rupees 1000 and imprisonment up to 

two years or both. 

 

 



Court the Judicial  Magistrate of Second 

class 

 

A second class magistrate can pass a 

sentence of imprisonment up to six months 

or a fine of rupees 200 or both. 

 

Court the Judicial  Magistrate of third class 

Criminal cases in which simple quarrels 

are involved or when there is rioting, are 

headed by a third class magistrate. These 

magistrates pass a sentence of 

imprisonment for not more than one month 

or a fine up to rupees 50 or both. 

 

Revenue Courts 

 

Cases related to the maintenance of land 

records and the assessment and collection 

of land revenue are dealt in this courts. 

They are divided into four: 



 

The board of Revenue 

 

It is the highest revenue court in the 

district. It works directly under the High 

Court. 

 

Commissioner's Court 

 

A Commissioner generally has three to 

four Deputy Commissioners under him. 

He  looks after the assessment and 

collection of revenue. 

 

Collector's Court 

 

A collector is the deputy commissioner of 

a district. He helps the revenue department 

besides discharging his original duties as 

the administration of the district. 



 

Tehsildars's court 

 

A Tehsildar is responsible for the 

collection of revenue and property taxes. 


