
TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE 

AND PARTITION 

 

Indian Independence and Partition 
 

In August 1942, Mahatma Gandhi 

launched the Quit India Movement, 

advocating non-violence. While Congress 

leaders were in jail, Muslim League 

leaders mobilized the Muslims. The 

demand for an ‘independent Muslim state’ 

became vociferous; owing to the Hindu-

Muslim communal tensions of the 1920s. 

The Muslims passed a resolution for the 

same in 1940s. 

 

The Muslims were annoyed with the 

Congress for rejecting their demand to 

form a joint Congress-League government 

in the United Provinces after the 1937 

elections. The Muslims gathered a huge 



support during the Quit India Movement, a 

time when most of the Congress leaders 

were in Jail. 

 

Elections were held again in the provinces 

in 1946. The Congress was though 

successful in all the general constituencies, 

the Muslim League performed 

exceptionally well on the seats reserved for 

Muslims. 

 

Talks between the Muslim League and the 

Congress failed twice, even with the 

mediation of the British. The Muslim 

League persisted in their demand for a new 

independent state, Pakistan, which the 

Congress rejected. 

 

To protest, the Muslim League declared 

the 16th August, 1946, as Direct Action 

Day in Calcutta, which resulted in riots. 



 

Though India became independent on 

August 15, 1947, it was partitioned into 

two countries, namely India and Pakistan. 

During the partition, thousands of homes 

were looted and burnt, many people were 

killed. 

 

British Policies in India between 1858 

and 1947 
 

The Sepoy Mutitny or 1857 revolt brought 

many political and economical changes in 

India.The British government was forced 

to change its attitude towards India. So this 

war also called as the first war of Indian 

independence. 

 

Political changes 

After the war the British Government 

Passed Government of India Act. 



According to this the East India 

Company's rule in India came to an end 

and the power of ruling was transfered to 

the British Queen and the British 

parliament. 

 

A minister from British cabinet was 

appointed who was called as Secretary of 

State  to govern India. The Governor 

General was made Viceroy, representative 

of the British Sovereign in India. The first 

Viceroy of India under this Act was Lord 

Canning. 

 

Economic changes 

For the first time in India the concept of 

annual budget was introduced. In 1860 the 

Britsh made a list of sources from where 

the revenue is generated like postoffices, 

railways and land revenue. All the 

generated money was distributed to the 

central and state governments. Income  tax 

was introduced in the year 1860. 



 

The British stopped interfering in the 

matters of Indian princess as Queen 

Victoria promised to honour the Indian 

princess. These kingdoms got the status of 

princely states. India was divided into 

British India and Native India. 

Britsh India – directly ruled bythe British. 

Native India – ruled by the indian princess. 

 

Status of Native Sates 

• Gradually the British power in india 

increased and  the power of native 

rulers reduced. 

• Soldiers were sent to these states 

people of these states were considered 

as the subjects of the British. 

• These states were banned from trading 

with other countries. 

• Railways, postal and telegraph systems 

were under the British control. 



• The Indian rulers submitted their 

authority to the Britsh and got titles. 

• The British occupied Assam from 

Burma. Later the British attacked 

Burma. 

• The British also attacked Afghanisthan 

and overthrew its ruler, Dost 

Mohammad. The people of 

Afghanisthan revolted and the king was 

reinstalled. 

 


